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continues to play a critical role in ad-
vancing peace and stability in the re-
gion and in the ongoing campaign to
defeat ISIL.

Jordan is a leader in the fight
against Islamic extremism, conducting
airstrikes, training partner nations
and rebel forces, and supplying allies.

Due to the unrest in the region and
the hosting of more than 700,000 Syrian
refugees, Jordan’s economy faces ongo-
ing economic and security needs.

As chairwoman of the State, Foreign
Operations, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Subcommittee, I fought to
ensure that the Jordanians have the
support they need to address these
many challenges.

The United States must continue to
provide assistance Jordan needs to en-
sure its success in coalition operations,
including strengthening the borders
with Iraq and Syria. It is important for
both their security and ours.

This support is a key component of
the U.S. efforts to keep terrorism in
check, create stability in the Middle
East, and protect the American people.
This assistance should not be delayed
because of unnecessary bureaucracy.
Such a valued partner deserves and
needs our assistance immediately.

This resolution allows Jordan to be
treated as if it were a member of the
NATO-plus group of countries, which
makes them eligible to receive special
treatment for the transfer of U.S. de-
fense articles and services.

This important bill must be enacted.
I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.”
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LONG-TERM INFRASTRUCTURE
PLAN

(Mr. CONNOLLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, this
Congress must come up with a long-
term infrastructure plan, and it must
do it this month before the highway
trust fund expires.

No great country can stay great
without investing in its infrastructure.
Throughout history, great leaders of
both parties have understood there is a
return on that investment. George
Washington understood the need for in-
ternal improvements; so did Henry
Clay. In the middle of the Civil War,
Abraham Lincoln and this Congress in-
vested in the transcontinental railroad.

They had the vision to understand we
were making decisions for future gen-
erations, and if we don’t, China, India,
Japan, and our competitors will. They
are making the decisions we are not
making. They are advancing while we
are retreating in critical infrastructure
investment.

The American people deserve better
from this Congress.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas). Pursuant to clause 4 of rule
I, the following enrolled bills were
signed by Speaker pro tempore THORN-
BERRY on Friday, June 26, 2015:

H.R. 893, to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the centennial of Boys
Town, and for other purposes;

H.R. 1295, to extend the African
Growth and Opportunity Act, the Gen-
eralized System of Preferences, the
preferential duty treatment program
for Haiti, and for other purposes.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

UNITED STATES-JORDAN DEFENSE
COOPERATION ACT OF 2015

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 907) to improve defense co-
operation between the United States
and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 907

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘United
States-Jordan Defense Cooperation Act of
2015’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) As of January 22, 2015, the United
States Government has provided
$3,046,343,000 in assistance to the Syria hu-
manitarian response, of which nearly
$467,000,000 has been to the Hashemite King-
dom of Jordan.

(2) As of January 2015, according to the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR), there are 621,937 registered
Syrian refugees in Jordan and 83.8 percent of
those refugees live outside refugee camps.

(3) In 2000, the United States and Jordan
signed a free-trade agreement that went into
force in 2001.

(4) In 1996, the United States granted Jor-
dan major non-NATO ally status.

(5) Jordan is suffering from the Syrian ref-
ugee crisis and the threat of the Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).

(6) The Government of Jordan was elected
as a non-permanent member of the United
Nations Security Council beginning in Janu-
ary 2014 and terminating in December 2015.

(7) Enhanced support for defense coopera-
tion with Jordan is important to the na-
tional security of the United States, includ-
ing through creation of a status in law for
Jordan similar to the countries in the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, Japan, Aus-
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tralia, the Republic of Korea, Israel, and New
Zealand, with respect to consideration by
Congress of foreign military sales to Jordan.

(8) The Colorado National Guard’s relation-
ship with the Jordanian military provides a
significant benefit to both the United States
and Jordan.

(9) Jordanian pilot Moaz al-Kasasbeh was
brutally murdered by ISIL.

(10) On February 3, 2015, Secretary of State
John Kerry and Jordanian Foreign Minister
Nasser Judeh signed a new Memorandum of
Understanding that reflects the intention to
increase United States assistance to the
Government of Jordan from $660,000,000 to
$1,000,000,000 per year for the years 2015
through 2017.

SEC. 3. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It should be the policy of the United States
to support the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
in its response to the Syrian refugee crisis,
provide necessary assistance to alleviate the
domestic burden to provide basic needs for
the assimilated Syrian refugees, cooperate
with Jordan to combat the terrorist threat
from the Islamic State of Iraq and the Le-
vant (ISIL) or other terrorist organizations,
and help secure the border between Jordan
and its neighbors Syria and Iraq.

SEC. 4. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that expeditious
consideration of certifications of letters of
offer to sell defense articles, defense serv-
ices, design and construction services, and
major defense equipment to the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan under section 36(b) of the
Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2776(b))
is fully consistent with United States secu-
rity and foreign policy interests and the ob-
jectives of world peace and security.

SEC. 5. ENHANCED DEFENSE COOPERATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For the 3-year period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan shall
be treated as if it were a country listed in
the provisions of law described in subsection
(b) for purposes of applying and admin-
istering such provisions of law.

(b) PROVISIONS OF LAW.—The provisions of
law described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing provisions of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act:

(1) Subsections (b)(2), (A)(2)(B), (D(B)(A)D),
and (d)(5) of section 3 (22 U.S.C. 2753).

(2) Subsections (e)(2)(A), (h)(1)(A), (h)(2) of
section 21 (22 U.S.C. 2761).

(38) Subsections (b)(1), (b)(2), (b)(6), (c), and
(d)(2)(A) of section 36 (22 U.S.C. 2776).

(4) Section 62(c)(1) (22 U.S.C. 2796a(c)(1)).

(5) Section 63(a)(2) (22 U.S.C. 2796b(a)(2)).
SEC. 6. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.

The Secretary of State is authorized, sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations, to
enter into a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to
increase economic support funds, military
cooperation, including joint military exer-
cises, personnel exchanges, support for inter-
national peacekeeping missions, and en-
hanced strategic dialogue.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CON-
NOLLY) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to sub-
mit statements or extraneous mate-
rials for the RECORD on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?
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